
Relationship of the electoral process and the infallibility of 
the Universal House of Justice 

 
The fact that Shoghi Effendi did not leave a will cannot be adduced as evidence 
of his failure to obey Bah’u’llah rather should we acknowledge that in his very 
silence there is a wisdom and a sign of his infallible guidance. We should ponder 
deeply the writings that we have, and seek to understand the multitudinous 
significances that they contain. Do not forget that Shoghi Effendi said two things 
were necessarily for a growing understanding of the World Order of Baha’u’llah:  
the passage of time and the guidance of the Universal House of Justice. 
 
As regards the need to have deductions made from the Writings to help in the 
formulation of the enactments of the House of Justice, there is the following text 
from the pen of 'Abdu'Baha: 
 
Those matters of major importance which constitute the foundation of the Law of 
God are explicitly recorded in the Text, but subsidiary laws are left to the House 
of Justice. The wisdom of this is that the times never remain the same for change 
is a necessary quality and an essential attribute &this world, and of time and 
place. Therefore the House of Justice will take action accordingly. 
 
It cannot be imagined that the House of Justice will take any decision according 
to its own concepts and opinions God forbid! The Supreme House of Justice will 
take decisions and establish laws through the inspiration and confirmation of the 
Holy Spirit, because it is in the safekeeping and under the shelter and protection 
of the Ancient Beauty, and obedience to its decisions is a bounden and essential 
duty and an absolute obligation, and there is no escape for anyone. 
 
Today this process of deduction is the right of the body of the House of Justice, 
and the deductions and conclusions of individual learned men have no authority, 
unless they are endorsed by the House of Justice. 
The difference is precisely this, that from the conclusions and endorsements of 
the body of the House of Justice, whose members are elected by and known to 
the worldwide Baha’i community, no differences will arise; whereas the 
conclusions of individual divines and scholars would definitely lead to differences, 
and result in schism, division, and dispersion. The oneness of the Word would be 
destroyed, the unity of the Faith would disappear and the edifice of the Faith of 
God would be shaken.  
 
(Compilations of Comp vol 1 p353) 
 
 
 
 



In the Order of Baha’u’llah there are certain functions… which are shared in 
common … Their (Guardian and the UniversalHouse of Justice) common, their  
fundamental object is to ensure the continuity of that divinely-appointed authority 
which flows from the Source of our Faith, to safeguard the unity of its followers 
and to maintain the integrity and flexibility of its teachings." Whereas the 
Universal House of Justice cannot undertake any function which exclusively 
appertained to the guardian, it must continue to pursure the object which it 
shares in common with the Guardianship.  
Compilations fo Compilations, Vol 1 p356) 
 
Know that infallibility is of two kinds: essential infallibility and acquired infallibility. 
In like manner there is essential knowledge and acquired knowledge; and so it is 
with other names and attributes. Essential infallibility is peculiar to the supreme 
Manifestation, for it is His essential requirement, and an essential requirement 
cannot be separated from the thing itself. Knowledge is an essential necessity of 
God and is inseparable from Him. Power is an essential necessity of God and is 
inseparable from Him 
... Acquired infallibility is not a natural necessity; on the contrary, it is a ray of the 
bounty of infallibility which shines from the Sun of Reality upon hearts, and grants 
a share and portion of itself to souls. 
For instance, the Universal House of Justice,[1] if it be established under the 
necessary conditions - with members elected from all the people - that House of 
Justice will be under the protection and the unerring guidance of God. If that 
House of Justice shall decide unanimously, or by a majority, upon any question 
not mentioned in the Book, that decision and command will be guarded from 
mistake. 
Now the members of the House of Justice have not, individually, essential 
infallibility; but the body of the House of Justice is under the protection and 
unerring guidance of God: this is called conferred infallibility. 
 
(Abdu'l-Baha, Some Answered Questions, p. 171) 
 


